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had t a l k S Hke 

i:;^^ehce was impervious to 

S k ' ^ h ? ? ^ . : '̂ ^̂ ŝ a,t him. j'^ViCK . b u n s , • s p o n g e c a k a s 

' ^^^^AJ°^^ Valence ducked. 5^S'.T«iodged, aJDod somebody 

r^^^V- ^^'^ see. better, but 
the, torch was in his eyes, 

, VaOeiioe- was esca;ping : . . 
i .CaUan woke, bis eyes stiU 

. s h u J . Spmeone was in the 
• foorn, using a pencil torcft. .* 

mmeone who made about as 
• mucrtt sound as grass does 

•growmg., 

pro. . . . A n d the Mag­
num wa^ under.hds pu-

, low, and no matter how 
f fast he rrioved the intruder 
; would be there first. So he lay 
; still instead, and waited until 
nis visitor came for one last 

•look, and lashed out with a 
:fist strike. 

I t landed higli, missing the 
target, the stomach, aiid 
B i a n m i i n g into the shoulder 
instead. Even so, the force 
of it was enough to send the 
opposition sprawling, giving 
Callan time enough to slide 
out of the bed—but only- just 
enough time. The opposition 
came right back at him, and 
•they fought in the dim light 
of the discarded torch. 

Almost at once Callan knew 
that he was out-classed. His 
only hope was to yell for Mtz~ 
Maurice, asleep m the bed­
room nearest his, but even so 
there was a drawing room 
between them. And how could 
he yell, and risk coppers and 
newspaper reports, when ho 
didn't even know who'd sent 
the intruder, or whether it 
wayjust the geezer's own idea 

>nd:-he;d broken in to steal ? 
.«-:Callan managed a couple of 
good ones—a hip throw that 

.should have ended it aU, if the 
(ifdtet:: he was fighting hadn't 
•fleaSed down like a leaf from 
,si.4|S:ee, and a spear strike 
ittmeath the ribs that brought 

:.&»'&cknowledging grunt of 
but even as it landed 

dge of a hand like an 
i t the back of his neck,-
light from the torch > 

ided into blackness . . . . 
fei awoke to the pleasure of 

-,er. soothing,'cool, pressed-
gms neck where an ache 

fWaM^Poimding. FitzMaurice's 
lafaasive fist was squeezing a 

j^Jhg - wet towel to dribble 
Precisely where it hurt. 

?ou should have sent for 
»ei", FitzMaurice said., "Why 
get greedy ? " 

- "Next time I'll rwite," said 
CJallan, and groaned his way 

''back to the bed. lifted the 
pillow. The Mstgnum was still 
there. . • -

"He must have been good." 
FitzMaurice said. ' ; • 
. 'Your class," said Callan. 
'The test." 

" i vorider who sent him ? 
Valence ? " . " 

'There's only: one ibay to 
J l T t d out " s a i d Callan-

; • HEY'D had one piece of 
. : • luck: Lonely had slept 

. • • through it all—and that 
: Bieant that when they briefed' 
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him. hJs mind was centred 
îrecisely on what they had 

^ They took him through it 
•̂wice, using maps and plans 

ana the z,oom-Iens photo­
graphs FitzMaurice had taken 
and after the second time 
iKjnely got it. • 

Lonely, honest, was as thick 
as two planks, thought Callan, 
but get him on to thieving 
and he was a minor genius. 
Every time. They fueUed him 
in the dining room, where 
Lonely reduced the waiter to 
awe by eating two steaks, 
then left for Newport, Rhode 
Island. 

There they Jeft Lonely in a n 
hotel with a beer, and used his 
room to change. Callan into 
a suit with a • double-breasted 
waistcoat and spats, and an 
old Etonian tie knotted tightly 
over a gold tie-pin, and two-
tone shoes. .FitzMaurice into^ 
chauffeur's uniform of the taer-,; 
lod—hussar jaoket, breeches 
and riding boots. They looked 
at each other. • . • , 

" I won't lau^h If you won't," 
FitzMaurice said, and went to 
fetch the Rolls from its gar­
age. 

OUTH POINT had never 
1 belonged to a Vanderbilt. 
but it looked as if it 

had. Thirty bedrooms, acre 
after aci-e of garden, a million 
flowers, and a gloriously 
awful mixture of architectural 
styles, from Tudor to Edward­
ian Gothic.: 

The Rolls whispered down 
the driveway after they had 
been frisked at the lodge, and 
Valence's men had done a* 
thorough, job there: every­
thing from prying hands, to 
metal detectors, and a geezer 
with an old-fashioned tommy-
gun looking on while it 
happened. "AU part of the 
fvm sir," he explained. "Real' 
twenties style." .. But old-
fashioned or not, the tommy-
gun looked like one that 
worked. . . . 

They reached the la\̂ 'n,' 
which was about the size of 
the-oval, and joined the long 
line.of cars that were all in 
period: everything from a 
Stutz Bearcat to a Model A 
Ford. 

There Callan got ^out, to 
join about 100 people who 
were listening to a Chicago-
style band playing "Lady Be 
Good," and • drinking gin. 
Men in dinner jackets, in -
Fairisle sweaters, in blazers, 
but everyone with a cigarette 
case, or holder, or both : and 
the women—party girls, all, 
bobbed hair, long beads, short 
skirts.; Even outdoors' the 
row. was tremendous.. • 

A man in a boiled shirt, In 
need of a shave and, with an 
all too obvious bulge hear his 
left armpit, conducted Callan 
to his host. 'Valenoe sat in a 
wicker-work chair, flanked by 
other men with bulges—and 
one with a tommy-gun there 
was no wiay of. hiding. 

Valence was small, dapper, 
lean, with eyes that reminded 
Callan of frozen peas. He was 
eating an enormous portion of 
strawberry shortcake: no man , 
had a right to be so lean and 
eat so much cake, thought 
Callan, but then, no man as 
wicked as he had a right to 
the blonde seated by his feet—. 
the ultimate blonde,. fragile 
and beautiful, and dressed in 
white from cloche hat to kid 
shoes. • . • • • 

She looked at Callan, blue 
eyes as unwavering as" a cat's, 
while a tall Chinese in a mess-
.iacket handed him va teacup 
filled with amber' fluid. . 

The Chinese looked as tough 
as any man there, but' his 
right shoulder seemed to-pain 
him.,All those teacups to fill, 
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thought Callan. and sipped..It 
was single. malt whisky, and 
the cup was full. 
, "Glad to see you,'Air. 
Tucker," Valence said. 

." Good to be here," said 
Callan. " Thank you:":. 
, The cold. eyes looked Into 
his. " I like yoiii: car," 

. Valence said unheeding. *-' 1 
want it." 

And" that was the start of 
thie party : Charleston and 
rye. Black Bottom and bour­
bon, on the lawn or in^ the 
ballroom with the ' revolving 
glolne, and relay after relay 
of musicians, and a Victrola 
•and:,bld -788 when they w^re 
all-/too ,4, exhausted, or. too. 
drunk, to: play. . . . , 

At midnight they, went on 
the, lawn again and spotlights 
played on an enormous cake, 
and Valence' pulled, a ribbon 
and the blonde jumped, out— 
birthday suit' for the birth­
day boyi , . . 

Callan wandered off to­
wards the stables, near a 
garage, and behind him the 
jazz pounded, the champagne 
corks , popped,, arid .girls 
shrieked merrily as thev were 
flung into the pool. Before 
him PitzMaurice appeared, a 
part of the night's blackness. 

" Y o u ; all r i g h t ? " asked, 
Callan. • 

."It's not exactly.the Bitz," 
:said PitzMaurice. " but I'll 
live." 

" I'd appreciate it,'? said Cal­
lan. " He's 'got' '•• himself a 
blonde. I don't'think he'll be 
up' • and about much longer, 
i . . My room;-, quick- as; you 
can." . V . 

- He tume'd and left, and the 
flowers'smelled good and the 
band stillplayed—and then.he 
paused, wary.. as a hunting 
animal,is wary. By a tree a 
man was watching him. Cal­
lan went up to him. 

• Lookingfor something ? " 
tic' ctslccd 

" I was' wondering U you'd 
like a piece of cake, sir," said 
the ChinamaJi. and held out 
a plate. "Everybody else got 

_ ITZMAURICE reached 
,. Callan'Sii-oom unobserved, 

but feven so he wanted to 
call it off. 

" It's) the Chinaman," said; 
Callan. . a n d ' - FitzMaurice 
nodded. "I'm ashamed of 
you," said Callan. "Racial 
prejudice from- you." 

" I'm always prejudiced 
against risk," said' Fitz­
Maurice. " I don't care what 
colour it is." 

" It's one we'll have to 
take," said Callan, "'We'll 
never get a better chance." 
And they waited for Lonely. 
- Lonely in the Valence livery 
of striped waistcoat and boot­
lace tie, with a cake on a 
silver salver. Smug Lonely, 
because he'd got in no trouble 
at all, and when he carried 
the cake no one even glanced 
at him. There was cake 
wherever you looked. 

"Smashing -party, Mr. 
Callan," he said- "Can't 1 
stay ? " 

'• It miglit get a bit lively, 
old son," said Callan. 

Lonely sighed. "Could I 
have a bit of cake then;? '' 

"I shouldn't," s&id Callan. 
" You might get lead-poison­
ing." Lonely fled. 
. The cake was too small for 
a girl, even a. midget, but the 

•two M a g n , u m s and the 
silencers were a snug enough 
flt. The two men prepared, 
and Callan,picked up a bottle, 
and they moved to; Valence's 
suite.- - Outside jthe • door, a -

man was sitting. He rose as 
Callan lurched up to him, sup­
ported by PitzMaurice, and 
his hand disappeared inside 
his coat. " You lost, sir ? " 
he asked. 

"I'm sorry," FitzMaurice 
said. " He :rust can't seem to 
remember his room. No way." 
'-Callan raised the bottle, 

dranik and then staggered, 
and EitzMaurice grabbed for 
him. but somehow the grab 
missed Callan, and the; two 
hands struck, one at the 
man's forearm beneath the 
coat, and the other along the 
jaw-line where the nerve is 
exposed. The man crumbled, 
rubber-legged, and 'Callan 
caught him as he fell, relieved 

.him of a Colt -38. 
"That was the easy part," 

said PitzMaurice. 
CaUan took out the silenced 

Magnum. "Tell meisomethihg 
I don't know," he said. " Now 
you .open that door and take 
cover.'' -. 

. PitzMaurice argued, but 
obeyed at last. Callan was 
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leader after all, and: If he; 
failed, somebody had to get 
Lonely out. . . . 

The door swtmg open arid 
the man with the tommy-
gun grabbed for it too late, . 
the Magnum made a soft pop­
ping soimd, like, a wet bag, 
bursting, and Callan grabbed-
for the sub-machine gun left-
handed, as its owner thudded 
down, then kicked open the ; 
bedroom door. 

The blonde wafe wearing a 
White kimono, and Valence- a 
black one. He was also eating ; 
cake; Ha put down' his lork 
and glared at Oallan. 

"Out," he said.. "How 

many times ——" then the 
anger died and fear replaced 
it.. This wasn't, a bodyguard. 
His hand slid to the pocket 
of his kimono. . i 

"Scusl,': said Callan. and 
the Magnum, plopped, once, 
then again, head and heart, 
and Valence went down like a 
fly swatted. The blonde 
winced : no more than that. 

•""What Is t h i s ? " s h e 
said. "The Saint Valentine's 
Day Massacre ? Not fright­
fully British, old toi).'? 

Behind Callan a voice said : 
"Not British at all. Put' the 
arsenal on the floor, please." 

CaUan did so, and turned to 

lace the Chlraman, who held 
a gun that worried him not at 
all, for behind the Chinaman 
was FitzMaurice. PitzMauricG 
leaped, and the fight that 
followed was epic. Callan 
retrieved his arsenal m case 
the blonde got nervous, then 
settled with her to watch. 

"Oh boy, oh boy," the 
blonde said. " / / 07ily we'd 
sold tickets." , 

The Chinaman \pent down 
at last, but PitzMaurice looked 
far from well. 

• You boys are wasting your 
time," said the blonde. , 

" Not really," said Callan. 
" Not really," she mocked. 

"He was already dead, my 
friend.' That ca,ke was lust 
about to disagree with htm." 

" I .suppose you baked it 
. -yourself ? " s^id .- Callan. She 
nodded, her blue - eyes im-
wavering. Callan looked from 
,her to the. Chinaman. 
*' C.I.A. ? 'J he; asked. , 

"Huntef's Seciiow?'' asked 
the blonde. , "I. think we'd 
better go, chaps." . ' 

She went to a cupboard 
and. took out her c lothes-
fringed dress, cloche h a t -
then iahanged. Her body 
matched her face . . . . Fitz­
Maurice got to work on the 

• Chmaman, arid he came to at 
last. . . . . . 

THEY got to the stables, 
and: a OadiUac vintage 
1976, but at the lodge 

their luck ran out. It seemed 
that they weren't supposed to 
leave without permission, and 
the guards -brought theur 
^ n s from the lodge to prove 

Callan dropped the Thom­
son and reached for the 
silenced Magnum, but the 
blonde /̂ 'picked uo the sub­
machine gim,. unleashed a 
blast of sound that shattered 
the night.; Bullets whined 
over the heads of; the 
security guards, and they fled 
in panic. 

Callan looked at the blonde: 
cloche hat still in place, 
tommy gun held Just right: 
the 'twenties personified. All 
she needed , was a cigar 

clenched In her teeth. . . • 
He waited for the party to 
coalesce into a single scream. 
But the party roared on 
regardless. ' 

"Relax," said the blonde. 
" It's all part of the Roaring 
Twenties, isn't it ? There's 
always a httle action at a 
Valence party—and anyway, 
it's 'twenties tradition, î oose 
off a Thomson and all that 
happens is the band plays 
louder. Now let's pick up your 
httle friend and get you out 
of our territory. . . . " 

/ •The C.I.A. got on to us 
because of the car." said 
Callan. "Once they'd seen 
it they thought it might be 
bait for Valence. So they sent 
the Chmaman to check up on 
me." 

" But they let you continue," • 
said Hunter. 

"That's right." Callan said. 
" For two reasons : we were 
the back up team if they failed 
—and if thev needed a scape­
goat we were it." 

"But they didn't make you 
the scapegoats?" 

"Two reasons," Callan said 
agam. " One I had a Magnum 
and the tommy gun magazine 
was empty; And two, Lorelei 
fancied me." 

" Lorelei ? " said Hunter. 
"Preposterous." 

"All right," said Callan. 
" So I don't know her name. 
But I'd know her again, be­
lieve me." 

" And she'll - know you," 
said Hunter. "'Why on earth 
did they do it ? " . 

"Valence had sweetened 
his Chinese deal with a 
CI.A. man too," said Callan. 
"So they went after him as 
well.-"We had what you might 
call a dead heat." 

But Hunter was Impervioiis 
to irony not his own. " I'm 
not happy about this at all," 
he said. 
. "You should be," said 
Callan. "Valence bought i 
that Rolls. He paid fifty 
thousand dollars f for it. 
cash.", ' 
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I S Tower Squil l ; 
Tel. 84003 
V f A R l E Y 
6 2 7 e e a r w t n I N . 
Smetliwick, 
Tel. 021-429 T935 
V I E S T B R O M W I C H 
32 Mall, . 
2 Sandwell Cenltt, 
Tel. 021-5531165 
W Y M O N D H A M 

.7 Market St, 
Tel .215S 

eROUP TWO SHOWROOMS 
BIRMINGHAM 
S 5 / 7 Alum Rock Rdl, 
AlumRocIt, 
Tel. 021-327 1 0 3 2 
850 Bristol Roail 
South. Nonhliekf. 
Tel. 021-475 2848 
B R I S T O L 
127Glof i te5t« tBt 
Tel. 44840 ' 
46 Lower Union St, 
Tel. 297S95 
B U R T O N - O H - T R E N r 
122BatgatesCeiil[6', 
High St. 
Tel. 62445 
CHESTERFIELD 
39 St. Mary's Gatfc 
Tel. 75308 
COALVILLE 
29 New BtoaiWifc 
TeL36797 . 
C O V E K T H r 
1 Victoria Guildtnir. 
1 Queen Victoria B i t 
Til.23622 

E A S T B O U R N E 
7 1 Seaside Rrf , 
Tel. 28252 . 
C X E T E S 

- 7 South Sf, 
Tel. 58553. 
G R I M S B T 
2 7 Old Market PjMft. 

• TopToviin. 
Tel. 52803 
I t E A N O R -

. 1 5 Market S t 
T e l , 3 3 7 8 
ILKtSTOM \ 
1 1 Bath St, 
Tel. 2962 
I D W E S T O F T 
54Lonrlon Ri.WortJt, 
Tel. 2152 , 
N E W T O M A S a O T 
21 Bank St. • , 
TeL2276 -
MOniNGHAU 
B Wheelcrgate, 
TeL42944 -
N U N E A T O K 
12Han!ii>ldRii, 
TCI.6863S 

P l Y M O U T J ? 
109 New George SL 
Tel. 26 6 492 
P O O I E 
227 Ashley Rlf, 
. Patkstone. 
Tel. 0202 T42249 
f lOH ighS t , 
T o L 2 2 3 7 
P O R T S M O U T H 
60 London RiJ. 
Tel. 691735 
s a u T K A M P T a s 
121 East St, 
Tel. 31458 
3 la PortsmouthH4 
\Voo)slon, 
TeL 44616V ~ . 
W A R I E Y 
33CapeHiir," 
Smelhwick. 
TeL 021-5531672 
W O R C E S T E R 

. The Lichgate Ceitlnr, 
,TeL2 !046 

W O R K S O P . 
The NelherhoIiM 
Shopping Centts. 
TeL 6067 
W O R T H I N S 
48iMont t«a& 

GROUP T H R E E SHOWROOMS 
9m 
ISNorltusIfSii 
TeLB5135 
BIRMtMGHAV 
1839 Pershor(RiL 
Colleridge, • ' 
TeL 021-4581929 
B O U R N E M O U T H 
S58Christc)iu[ch R 4 
Boscoiiibe,' • 
TeL3913a 
344 Wrmbouratn^ 
Winton. • 
Tei; 519770 . 
B R I G H T O n 
53 North St, 
TeL 25133 -
D E R B Y 
33 East S r , 
Tel. 32987 
RA lESOtWER 
74Hi9l iSt, . 
TeL 021-550 T m -,tiuu 

- TivoJi Hmsta, 
IBSttuthSl. 

IKVflGK 
47BuHerMar i» t 
T i L55941 
tflCESTEIf 
SSGranbyS^ 
TeL58148 
I W C O L H 
2 7 3 High S t 
TeL20427 . 
l O U G H B O R O U G I i 
Unit 20, ' 
Charnwooil Preaicl, 
TeL31862. ^ 
M A T L O C K 
l O D a l e R d i , 
Tel. 2682 
W O R W I C H 
62 London S t • 
T b L 6 1 S S 3 9 ' 
MOniNGtUM -
5 Trinity R o w . 

SCUHTHBRPg 
4Soirthgate. -. -• 
Tel. 60060 
S T A F F O R O 
22PnncesSt, 
T e L 2 5 7 3 
T O R O U A Y 
S5 Union S t 
TeL25525 
V f A L S A l U • 
t70jatietf% 
J o L 2 7 9 6 2 
Wpt-VERHAISlPTOg 

m m 
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